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We're forwarding you the following 4 pages as we announce our strong support for the
Department of Defense Military Absentee Voting "Electronic Voting Test" that will take place
during the 2004 election cycle, and in particular, we salute and thank the 9 States and their
respective counties listed on the following page for participating in this VERY IMPORTANT
PROGRAM. There are men and women in the military, yours and our sons and daughters,
who are unable to vote unless they are able to vote electronically because they do not have
access to mail delivery of absentee ballots. Even in 2003, this includes sailors at sea in
submarines, troops in the jungles of the Philippines, and troops forward of our lines in
Afghanistan. The only way they will ever be able to vote is if electronic voting becomes
available. As such, the SERVE Test is so very important to each of these young men and
women who go in harms way so that each of us in America can live in peace and easily vote.

We have also enclosed an OP-ED on the subject of electronic voting that was just written by
our Chairman, Rear Admiral [Ret.] Carey, and posted on the largest military and veterans
web site on the Internet, www.Military.com with their 3,000,000 members. We urge you to
read it and to pass it along to all on your staff who have duties in the 2004 elections, so they
will know of the existence of the SERVE Test and why an organization like ours feels that this
test and electronic voting is such a VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE. Our sons and daughters
deserve no less. Please support them as they risk their lives for all of us. With all good wishes,

The Headquarters Staff of The NATIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE

www.nationaldefensecommittee.org
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Jurisdictions Participating in SERVE

Confirm that your state and county are participating in SERVE

The list below identifies states that have expressed interest in SERVE. If you are an eligible

UOCAVA voter and your state and county have expressed interest in SERVE, visit this site

frequently for SERVE announcements and voter information. This list will be updated as
participating states and counties are confirmed.

Arkansas

¢ Benton County
Boone County
Craighead County
Crawford County
Faulkner County
Jefferson County
Pulaski County
Washington County

® & 5 & 6 0 0

Florida

* Bay County
Clay County
Miami-Dade County
Okaloosa County
Orange County
Osceola County

Hawaii

o Hawail County

s Honolulu City and County
e« Kauai County

¢ Maul County

Minnesota
» Counties being determined

North Carolina

« Craven County

¢ Cumberland County
« Onslow County

¢ Pasquotank County
= Wayne County

South Carolina

e Aiken County
Anderson County
Beaufort County
Calhoun County
Charleston County
Colieton County
Florence County
Greenville County
Lexington County
Orangeburg County
Pickens County
Richland County
Spartanburg County
Sumter County
Williamsburg County
York County

Utah

¢ Davis County

e Sanpete County

o Tooele County

» Utah County

¢ Weber County
Washington
Cowlitz County
Island County
Kitsap County
Pierce County
Spokane County
Snohomish County
Thurston County

Once you have determined that your jurisdiction is participating, click here to see information

on other requirements.

Please Note:

If your voting jurisdiction is not particlpating, you can still vote absentee. Visit the Federal

Voting Assistance Program's web site at www.fvap.qgov.
Home Privacy kegal Notices
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Federal Voting Assistance Program

Minimum Computer Requirements
1. a Windows-based computer (Windows 95, 98, ME, 2000, NT or XP)

= JURISDICTIONS 2. a connection to the Internet (dial-up modem, cabie, DSL, LAN, WAN, etc.)

3. one of the following Internet browsers:

- Microsoft Internet Explorer, version 5.5 and above
. EE;:E&:HEN?; ER - Netscape Navigator, version 6.x and above

If you are using an older browser, you can download a new version at the Microsoft or

s SERVE DIGITAL SIGNATURE Netscape websites:
- Internet Explorer: hitp://www.microsoft.com

- Netscape Navigator: http://www.netscape.com

Not sure what browser version you are running?

1. Open your browser.
2. Click on HELP at the top of the screen.
3. Select ABOUT NETSCAPE (NAVIGATOR or COMMUNICATOR) or ABOUT INTERNET EXPLORER

Once you have determined that you have met all minimum computer requirements, click
here to see information on other requirements,

Home | Privacy |  Legal Notices
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All the Benefits of Service

Jim Carey: A Test Everyone In The Military Needs To Welcome

September 2, 2003

[Have an opinion on this column? Sound off in
Military.com at the Frontlines. ]

There’'s a DOD-sponsored test coming up next year
that every man and woman who wears the uniform of
America’s Armed Forces needs to be aware of. It's
important because it determines in part whether your
deployed fellow warriors have a say in who leads our
nation, or to put it more bluntly, who sits in the seats
that have the authority to send you and your buddies

About the Author
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into foreign nations and into harms way where you
can get killed.

And yeah, I know that we in the military "go where
we're told”, but we in the military also have the weli-
earned right to get to be a part of selecting the
Commander In Chief so we’ve at least had a say in
who we feel is the most likely to send us only where
we really need to go or conversely, is the least likely
to send you off to get shot at or killed in areas that
have little to do with the key national interests of our
nation.

YOUR
MULTIMEDIA
GATEWAY TO

THE PAST.

Rear Admiral [Ret.] Jim Carey is Chairman of the
NATIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE and NATIONAL
DEFENSE PAC. His background includes duty in
cruisers and amphibs, at Naval Beach Group, and in
the Pentagon, and naval service from Seaman
Recruit to Rear Admiral. He aiso served In the
Reagan and George Bush Sr. Administrations.

So you say “Well 1 already have that choice when I
vote”, and of course if you have the option to vote,
that’s accurate. But it ends there. Many of our
comrades and shipmates don’t have that option
when they’re deployed. So you now say “C’'mon, this
is 2003. Everybody can vote absentee if they want to”

. - " Further Ihe National Defense Committee
to which I respond "BALONEY”. and dﬁn :'sn:T he N '?»2.1'- equ 'nomrrr?l‘ X

WATCH.
Sure, if you're at a shore station or military base and lim Carey Column Archive
have regular postal service, then military absentee
voting is easy if you just apply for your ballot and
then get it back in the mail in time. But not
everybody in uniform is at a military base. How about
submariners on patrol? How about troops in the
jungles? How about troops well forward of our lines? I
know, they're far from a majority, but shouldn’t everyone whose life is on the line have a say in
who sits in the seats that make the decisions that put their lives at risk? I sure feel they do, and
there’s now a way to do it, and it's not by depending upon snail mail like the current system has
for the past 100 + years, and that brings us back to “the DOD test” I referred to when I started
this conversation.

LISTEN.

Digcussion Board
Have an opinion on this article? Sound off.

EXPLORE. |

The answer to all this is electronic voting because every military unit today has the capability to
communicate that way, and thus none of the deployed units would be dependent on the delivery
or sending of snail mail. In 2000, there was an absentee voter test of electronic voting and it
turned out to be expensive because of afl the up-front software and programming that had to be
developed, and thus limited in the number of voters that could participate because there wasn't a
lot of money left for actual voter participation. But it DID validate the viability of deployed military
personnel to vote electronically.

During next year’s election, there’s a much larger DOD test in the works, again limited, and in this
case limited by the number of states and counties that agreed to participate [9 States], but a
MUCH LARGER TEST nevertheless. Full details are at www.serveusa.gov I urge you to punch up that
URL and see where the test is going to be run and if you can participate, please do so as you
could make it possible for those in the military who cannot now vote to do so in all future
elections. We are a free nation because we get to freely choose our national leaders. Surely if
anyone has earned the right to participate in that choice, it is those who wear the uniform of our
nation’s armed forces who can be sent to fight and die by those same elected leaders.

And while you may find this hard to believe, there are persons and groups “out there in America”

http://www.military.com/NewContent?file=Carey_090203 Page 1 of ]
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who do not want you to be able to vote electronically. Shades of Florida 2000 all over again. I'll
leave it up to you to determine where that opposition might be coming from, but I urge you to pay
attention to these detractors and their backers, and where their money comes from, because they
appear to me to be very much against electronic voting by members of the military. Oh sure, they
couch It in such camoufiage as “voting via the internet or electronicly is ripe for voter fraud”------
as though the troops on the mess decks of some ship or at the NCO Club on some military base,
after taking an oath to support and defend the Constitution of the United States and after
agreeing to being ordered into harms way to possibly die for their country, are going to somehow
hatch some great revolt and after they finish their 18 hour day are going to launch some giant
computer hacking plan to skew a national election. Talk about stretching to make a point, surely
we're not now pointing a finger at the men and women in uniform saying they would abuse
electronic voting? Surely the safeguards that allow for trillions of dollars in commerce to flow ail
around the world via the internet can be used to safeguard electronic votes cast by those who are
already pledged to die for the rights of others to vote in freedom?

I just read a few weeks ago about a college computer science professor who, inferring his great
knowledge in computer electronic vulnerability, wrote 2 report on how absentee electronic voting
was way too risky and too vuinerable to voter fraud. But it all sounded very credible given his
credentials as one who teaches computer science------ perhaps he has a point, right? That was
until it was later revealed that he had served for 2-3 years on the Board of Advisors of a company
that had a competing technology to that which was being considered for use in absentee voting.
So much for his so-called impartial advice.

My advice is------ let’s get on with it. If anyone in our nation needs to absolutely have a
guarantee of being able to cast their vote for our national leaders it should be those in uniform
who, by the very nature of their obligation are the one’s that our elected national leaders can send
into harms way and possible death. Surely we as a nation can go the extra few steps, or even the
extra mile, to ensure that submariners at sea with no mail service, and troops in the jungle or
desert with no mail service, and troops being deployed and moved all around the world at election
time and thus dont have timely mail service-—--- surely in this technological era of 2003 and the
21ist Century, we can find a way for them to vote without insulting them by insinuating that they
would violate their oaths to the Constitution and commit voter fraud. Surely, for these men and
women in uniform, we can forego the cold highly-suspect harshness of partisan politics just once in
order to provide them with the right to select our national leaders. Surely we can do this. Can't we?
I guess only time will tell.

In the meantime, 1 urge every member of the armed forces, and every civilian employee of DOD
and the Services, and every veteran who ever wore our nation’s uniform, to get behind this 2004
military absentee voter test. Don’t let it get buried on page 47 of the newspaper.

Make sure all of America is aware that this test will take place during the 2004 elections and that
there are already forces at work who appear to be trying to stop it or make it fail.

Don't let them get away with it,
Editors Note: For additional information on military absentee voting, go to www.fvap.gov

© 2003 Jim Carey. All opinions expressed in this article are the author’s and do not necessarily reflect
those of Military.com.
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